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Wind Phrase 
Yike Zhang (b.1993) 


Concerto for Violin, Op. 35 in D major 
Erich Wolfgang Korngold (1897-1957) 
I. Moderato nobile 
Il. Romance - Andante 
Ill. Finale — Allegro assai vivace 


Emily Bosenius, violin 


The Planets, Op. 32 
Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 
|. | Mars, the Bringer of War 

Il. | Venus, the Bringer of Peace 

Ill. | Mercury, the Winged Messenger 

IV. Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity 

V. Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age 

VI. Uranus, the Magician 
Vil. Neptune, the Mystic 


with University of Toronto Soprano—Alto Chorus 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has 
been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the Credit. Today, this 
meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to 
have the opportunity to work on this land. 


As part of the Faculty’s commitment to improving Indigenous inclusion, we call upon all members of our 
community to start/continue their personal journeys towards understanding and acknowledging Indigenous 
peoples’ histories, truths and cultures. Visit indigenous.utoronto.ca to learn more. 
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BIOGRAPHIES 


Yike Zhang is a composer active in Toronto and New York, born in 1993 and raised in Wuhan, 
China. Zhang is pursuing her Doctor of Music Arts degree with Dr. Christos Hatzis at the 
University of Toronto, where she teaches composition minor lessons and music skills classes. 
She has been composer in residence for the University of Toronto symphony orchestra, tenor- 
bass choir, percussion ensemble, and saxophone ensemble. She also received degrees from 
the Manhattan School of Music and Wuhan Conservatory of Music. Her music synthesizes the 
different worlds she was interested in from a young age — Western classical music and 
traditional Chinese concepts — organically combining those elements consciously and 
subconsciously. The fluidity and resonance that are the vitality of her music come from 
influences of impressionism and post-spectralism. Her works are performed in China, America, 
and Canada, with performances at the Atlantic and Orford music festivals, Asian Classical 
Music Initiative International Conference, Graduate Center of the City University of New York, 
and had a full-length concert entirely of her work at Columbia University. 


Note from the composer: 

Wind phrase was written for the UTSO. The piece focuses on texture, pattern, pace, and 
color of sound. It is a piece that was inspired by nature. | am always imagining that | am in 
the woods surrounded by green, where | can hear the rustle of leaves and grass, the 
running stream, and feel the breeze, and see sunlight through the trees. | wanted to 
capture this with music. The piece has a peaceful vibe, but also is full of small energy and 
motivations. | constantly built up and resolved the tension, alternating the tension 
between energy and peace. 


Emily Bosenius: Featured on CBC Music’s 2023 “30 under 30” Canadian Classical Musicians, 
violinist Emily Bosenius has performed in Belgium, Canada, Germany, Hungary, Portugal, 
Scotland, Switzerland, and the United States. Emily received her Master of Arts (Dist.) on 
scholarship at London’s Royal Academy of Music as well as the DipRAM for outstanding final 
recital, studying with violinists Michael Foyle and Maureen Smith. She is currently enrolled in the 
Academy’s Professional Diploma programme and performs on a 1794 Giovanni Battista Ceruti 
violin, generously on loan from the Royal Academy. 


Emily performs with the Academy’s Sainsbury Soloists Ensemble and has recorded for Linn 
Records with the RAM Symphony Orchestra, she was also Commended in the Academy’s 2022 
String and Piano Duo Prize. Emily completed her BMus (Hons.) from the University of Toronto, 
studying with Jonathan Crow, where she won all major prizes for her instrument and received 
the Women’s Musical Club of Toronto Centennial Scholarship and the Gerhard Kander 
Graduating Award. Past teachers include Jacques Israelievitch, CM and Marie Bérard. 


Festival appearances include the 2021 Aspen Music Festival as a Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation Fellow, Festival Academy Budapest Masterclasses with Clara-Jumi Kang and 
Mihaela Martin, the Sion Tibor Varga and VERAO CLASSICO Masterclasses with Pavel 
Vernikov, and the 2018 National Youth Orchestra of Canada. 


Emily has performed alongside the Toronto Symphony and London Philharmonic Orchestras, 
and is looking forward to performing at Oxford University Church and alongside the Berlin 
Philharmonic this June. Emily is also passionate about arts education and has joined the 
Benedetti Foundation as a 2024 Instrumental Ambassador. 


Uri Mayer, Professor and Director of Orchestral Studies at the University of Toronto since 2014, 
has taught on the faculties of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Rice University Shepherd 
School of Music in Houston, McGill University in Montreal and at the Glenn Gould School of the 
Royal Conservatory of Music (GGS). 


Renowned for his strong command of broad symphonic, operatic and ballet repertoire, Mayer 
has guest conducted many of the leading orchestras around the world including the Montreal, 
Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver symphonies in Canada, the Houston and Utah symphonies 
in the U.S., London Mozart Players and the English Symphony Orchestra, NDR Philharmonie in 
Hannover, Slovak Philharmonic, Budapest, Belgrade and Sophia Philharmonics, Israel 
Philharmonic, NHK Orchestra and Osaka Symphony in Japan and National Symphony of 
Taiwan. He served as Principal Conductor of the Kansai Philharmonic Orchestra in Osaka, 
Japan and Artistic Director of the Israel Sinfonietta. In Canada, Mayer was Music Director of the 
Edmonton Symphony and Orchestra London. 


Mayer has led numerous opera productions in Canada, the U.S, the Netherlands, Hungary and 
Israel including The Barber of Seville, Cosi fan tutte, Don Giovanni, The Flying Dutchman, 
Salome and The Cunning Little Vixen. 


Some of the distinguished soloists who have collaborated with him include Elly Ameling, 
Kathleen Battle, Maureen Forrester, Frederica von Stade, Itzhak Perlman, Pinchas Zukerman, 
Peter Oundjian, Mstislav Rostropovich, Yo-Yo Ma, Claudio Arrau, Emanuel Ax and Sir Andras 
Schiff. Mayer has recorded for the Arabesque, CBC, Denon Japan, Hungaroton and Koch 
labels. Under his direction the Edmonton Symphony became one of Canada’s most frequently 
played orchestras on radio. They were awarded the Grand Prix du Disque-Canada for the 
recording of Orchestral Suites of the British Isles and nominated for a Juno Award for their 
Great Verdi Arias with Louis Quilico. 


In 2009, the University of Western Ontario conferred on Mayer a Doctor of Music Honoris causa 
in recognition of his contribution to the musical life in Canada. 
PROGRAM NOTES 


Erich Wolfgang Korngold's Violin Concerto Op. 35, presented under license from European 
American Music, copyright owners under Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. 


